CHARLES CHURCHILL
Charles Churchill, son of the Rev. Charles Churchill, was
born in 1731. At Westminster, where Cowper and Lloyd
were among his schoolfellows, he showed already a turn for
verse. But he was bred for the church—a career for which his
bold and impetuous nature soon proved him unsuitable.
At the age of eighteen he contracted a Fleet marriage with
a girl named Scot; and his projected studies at Oxford, and
at Cambridge, were never carried out—chiefly, no doubt,
because of this impediment. After studying theology at
Sunderland, he became curate at Rainham (Essex), where
his father was before him. He now had two children, and
forty pounds a year. When his father died he succeeded
him as curate at St. John's, Smith Square; but the stipend
proving inadequate, he went also as English teacher to Mrs.
Dennis's boarding school for young ladies at Queen's
Square. But even so he fell into debt, and was harassed by
the duns until Dr. Lloyd, father of his friend Robert Lloyd,
rescued him with a loan and an arrangement with his
creditors. Before 1761 he produced two unsuccessful poems,
The Bard and The Conclave; but in 1761 his Rosciad, following
on and eclipsing Lloyd's Actor, took the town by storm.
The Apology and Night (the latter a reply to fancied insults
in Armstrong's A Day*) appeared in the same year; and it
was then that he became friendly with Wilkes, and visited
the obscene mysteries at Medmenham. He joined forces
with Wilkes in The North Briton, and, according to the story,
just succeeded in escaping to the country when the warrants
for the arrest of Wilkes and others concerned were issued;
* Cf. also his Farewell, where he returns to the charge:
Or con the pages of his gaping Day
Where all his former fame was thrown away.

